The 16th Sunday after Pentecost
September 12 and 13, 2021

The precepts of the LORD are right,
giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the LORD are radiant,
giving light to the eyes.

Psalm 19:8

Worship Information
Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church.
If your child becomes restless while sitting with you during the service, we
have a room on the lower level. Ask an usher if you need assistance.
• If you are hearing impaired, we are equipped with an audio induction loop
assistive listening system. Please switch your hearing aid to “T” or request
assistance from an usher.
•

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD

TODAY’S WORSHIP FOCUS
Unbelief mocks and says that if God did all things well
and was the source of all good because he is good,
then he shouldn’t allow misery and need in the first
place. But especially in need and suffering God does all
things well; that truth is the center of the Christian’s
quiet confidence and the reason for our hope. Christ’s
loving sacrifice assures us of God’s eternal love.
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OPENING HYMN
340 | Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION
Minister:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

The Invocation
and Greeting
(from
2 Corinthians
13:14) remind
us that we
gather before
our Triune God
who is eager
to bless us.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Our Lutheran
Confessions say,
“Absolution, or
the Power of the
Keys, is an aid
against sin and a
consolation for a
bad conscience;
it is ordained
by Christ in
the Gospel.
(Matthew 16:19)
Therefore,
Confession and
Absolution should
by no means be
abolished in
the Church.”
(Smalcald
Articles,
Article VIII:1)
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LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie

Every prayer is
based on God’s
mercy! This type
of prayer serves
as an excellent
model for all our
prayers. God
hears us, not
because we have
earned anything,
but because he
is merciful and
grants our
requests.
In other orders
of service we use
the Kyrie in a
penitential way.
Here it is used
as a general
prayer for God’s
merciful help.

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts
with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from
your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of
Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for
those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O
Lord.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your
power and keep us in your tender care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy
of praise.
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O LORD, OUR LORD

Note how this
song of praise
focuses on what
God has done for
us. True worship
sees more than
just the fact that
God is great; true
worship sees that
God is gracious
and has saved
us!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your
Church; and because it cannot continue in safety without your
help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

PLEASE BE SEATED
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FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 35:4-7a

Say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
he will come to save you.”
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert.
The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.

This reading
depicts our
spiritual needs in
physical terms.
Troubles, fears,
and weaknesses
of every sort are
often blessings
as they drive us
to be more ready
to hold to God’s
promises. The
reading is a
promise of just
such help from
the Messiah. Yes,
he does indeed
do all things well!
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PSALM 146

The promises of
this Psalm are
for those who
face hardships
and setbacks in
life; this Psalm is
for you! Continue
to trust in the
Lord for he will
bless you.

Praise the LORD, O my soul.*
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
Do not put your trust in princes,*
in mortal men, who cannot save.
Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God,*
the maker of heaven and earth.

Refrain
The LORD gives food to the hungry,*
the LORD sets prisoners free.
The LORD gives sight to the blind,*
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down.
The LORD watches over the outcast*
and sustains the fatherless and the widow.
The LORD remains faithful forever.*
He upholds the cause of the oppressed.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON

Acts 3:1-10

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time
of prayer—at three in the afternoon. Now a man crippled from birth
was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was
put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. When
he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.
Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at
us!” So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something
from them.
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I
give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Taking him
by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and
ankles became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then
he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and
praising God. When all the people saw him walking and praising God,
they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the
temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and
amazement at what had happened to him.

The miracles of
the apostles
after Jesus’
ascension served
to confirm their
apostolic office,
that is, they were
designed to get
the attention of
the people for
the Word that
Christ had given
them to
proclaim. So this
man’s years of
suffering and
pain are
overwhelmed by
the gift of God in
a healing that
brought him to
praise the Savior.
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VERSE OF THE DAY

The words of this
song are from
John 20:31.
God’s Word was
written so that
you would
believe in Jesus
and have eternal
life!

That Jesus does
all things well is,
of course, a
simple, but true,
statement. The
poor man is
frightened and
comprehends
nothing of what
the crowd is
doing with him.
Jesus deals with
even the
momentary fear
of the man most
gently. That is
how he always
deals with us,
with perfect
understanding
and compassion.
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PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON

Mark 7:31-37

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down
to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. There some
people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and
they begged him to place his hand on the man.
After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his
fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s
tongue. He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him,
“Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”). At this, the man’s ears
were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.

Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did
so, the more they kept talking about it. People were overwhelmed
with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

PLEASE BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY
235 | Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him
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SERMON

John 6:60-69

Don’t Flinch!

On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching.
Who can accept it?”
Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to
them, “Does this offend you? What if you see the Son of Man ascend
to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for
nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.
Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known
from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would
betray him. He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can
come to me unless the Father has enabled him.”
From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer
followed him.
“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy
One of God.”

12

CONFESSION OF FAITH

Nicene Creed

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

This Creed
is filled
with profound
statements about
God and what he
has done to save
us. As you say
these words, let
the words
comfort you and
remind you of
the most sacred
truth in the
world—the
Triune God has
saved you!

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING AND PRAYER
PLEASE STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Spoken by the Minister.
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LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

This section of
the liturgy is one
of the most
ancient parts of
the liturgy of the
Christian Church.
The second
response is
called the
“Sursum
Corda” (“Lift up
your hearts”
in Latin). It
comes from
Lamentations
3:41 and Psalm
86:4. The final
response is one
of thanksgiving.
As Jesus gave
thanks before
instituting the
Lord’s Supper,
we also
give thanks as
we prepare to
receive his grace.
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THE SACRAMENT
THE PREFACE
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy
Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when
we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and
honor and glory for ever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus
This song is
based on the
glorious song of
the angels that
Isaiah heard
during his vision
into heaven. In
the Lord’s
Supper we too
are in the
presence of God
as he gives his
true body and
blood to us for
the forgiveness
of sins!
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

We have
reached the high
point in the
service! We are
ready for the
holy feast
that gives us
forgiveness of
sins. Jesus’ words
remind us of the
power of this
Sacrament.

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me."
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
"Drink from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei
This ancient song
text is based on
John the Baptist’s
proclamation
that Jesus is “the
Lamb of God
who takes
away the sin
of the world”
(John 1:29). The
simple words
remind us of the
heavenly blessing
we receive in the
Lord’s Supper.
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PLEASE BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
The Bible teaches that the Lord’s Supper is an expression of
spiritual unity. Therefore, we practice “close communion” at
Good Shepherd’s. If you are a member of a WELS or ELS
congregation, we invite you to take the Lord’s Supper with us; if
you are not, please speak to one of our pastors after the service
so that he can explain our practice in more detail.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
288 | The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace
311 | Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
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PLEASE STAND

COMMUNION BLESSING
Spoken by the Minister.

THANK THE LORD
In response to
the Word of God
which we have
heard in worship
today and the
Sacrament that
we have
received, let us
give thanks to
the Lord! Let us
live for him and
speak of his
grace so that
others may know
the joy of
salvation.
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CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again,
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and
holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace.

The Benediction is
the Word of
God—given by
God for the
Old Testament
priests. The same
God promises to
bless you!

PLEASE BE SEATED

A Closing Hymn is printed on the next page.
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CLOSING HYMN
Songbook Page 93 | God Loves Me Dearly
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Offering plates are available by the doors.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Song of Praise, Kyrie, and Preface tunes ©1993 Kurt J. Eggert. | Holy, Holy, Holy
and O Christ, Lamb of God tunes ©1991 David Schack. | Thank the Lord tune
©1978 Richard Hillert. | Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-716451. All rights reserved. | Scripture Lessons taken from Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, by International
Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights
reserved.

SERVING IN OUR SERVICES
Presiding Minister

Pastor Tim Wempner

Preacher

Vicar Nathan Klusmeyer

Worship Accompanist

Betty Bilitz

8:00am Ushers

Keith Peavy and Mike Peavy

10:30am Ushers

Raymond Montoure, Scott Ratzburg, and
Ian Wiltsey

Monday Usher

Mike Zarling
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CALENDAR
(also on www.GoodShepherds.net)

Sunday (September 12)

8:00 and 10:30am Worship Services (Communion)
9:15am
Adult Bible Study
9:15am
Kid’s Club (Sunday School)

Monday (September 13)

6:30pm

Worship Service (Communion)

Tuesday (September 14)

8:30am
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Work Crew
Board of Stewardship
Board of Evangelism
Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday (September 15) 1:00pm
6:30pm

Adult Bible Study
Coordinating Board

Thursday (September 16)

11:00am
7:00pm

Senior Bible Study
Adult Bible Study

Saturday (September 18)

9:00am
1:00pm

Blood Drive
Board Game Afternoon

Sunday (September 19)

8:00 and 10:30am Worship Services
9:15am
Adult Bible Study
9:15am
Kid’s Club (Sunday School)

Monday (September 20)

5:00pm
6:30pm

School Fundraiser at Portillo’s
Worship Service

Tuesday (September 21)

8:30am
10:00am
7:00pm

Work Crew
Busy Hands
Choir Rehearsal

Attendance Last Sunday: 165
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SERVING NEXT WEEK
Cleaning Team 5

Corinne Horvath, Heather Bartron, Marie Bartron,
Linda Blasezyk, Jeff and Kris Kerski

8:00am Ushers

Ryan Bogenschneider and Brian Grady

10:30am Ushers

Scott Kuehn and Sabin Scherzberg

Monday Usher

Ryan Hoffmann

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday Bible Class—Beginning today, our Sunday morning Bible Class will
begin a study of the Lord’s Prayer. Each week we will consider one of the
petitions. What are asking when we pray “Hallowed be thy name” or “Thy
kingdom come”? Join us at 9:15am in the church basement to grow in your
understanding of the prayer Jesus taught us.
Sunday Morning “Kid’s Club,” our new Sunday School program for children in
4K—6th grade, begins today. Each Sunday will be a mini-VBS for the kids
with a combination of interactive activities, videos, crafts, and songs. See the
green sheets in back of church for information and to sign up.
Midweek Bible Classes have resumed—Our Wednesday (1:00pm) and
Thursday (7:00pm) Bible Classes are back. The Wednesday and Thursday
class will cover the same materials. In September we will study some of the
short New Testament epistles. Be ready to become familiar with an entire
book of the Bible in one class! Of course, everyone is invited and
encouraged to attend.
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Women of the Bible—Come and learn that there are many great women of the
Bible. In God’s Word we will see the equality and differences in true
womanhood and true manhood. How is Moses influenced and encouraged
by Jochebed and Miriam? Come enjoy and learn on Wednesday, September
22nd at 6:30pm in the church fellowship hall.
Women’s Bible Study—Women from Good Shepherd’s are invited to Mary
Mornings “The Bible Sister Series” every other Saturday at 9:00am in the
cafeteria of Woodlawn Lutheran Church. Studies will be held on September
11th and 25th, October 9th and 23rd, November 6th and 20th, and December
4th. Contact jeswoller@gmail.com with questions.
Church Directory—We are asking our members to check the Church Directory
on the table in back of church and please note any changes to address,
phone numbers, or emails.
Choir—Do you love to sing? Are you looking for more ways to be involved in
church? Do you want to make new friends? Are you high school age or
older? Then, the adult choir is the place for you! Rehearsals are at 7:00pm
on Tuesdays. Contact Anika Ratzburg a.ratzburg17@gmail.com or 916-8371996 if you have any questions.
Living Praise Musicians—Singers and instrumentalists interested in
participating in the Living Praise service songs should contact Stephanie
Bergemann at greenieleigh@yahoo.com. If you play an instrument that we
have not used in a service before, you are still invited to contact Stephanie.
She will incorporate new elements into the music if possible.

Board Game Afternoon—Join in for an afternoon of fellowship and fun as
Board Game Afternoon resumes this Saturday, September 18th at 1:00pm in
the church fellowship hall.
Fund Raiser at Portillo’s—Join us on Monday, September 20th for a school
fundraiser from 5:00pm-8:00pm at Portillo’s at 8705 Sura Lane in Greenfield.
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Blood Drive—Good Shepherd’s will be hosting another blood drive for Versiti
Blood Center of Wisconsin on Saturday, September 18th from 9am to
1pm. The need for blood is always there, and we as a church are happy to
help meet that need for our community. Please consider signing up to
donate. The link to sign up online is https://bit.ly/gslc0918, or you may call
Versiti directly at 877-BE-A-HERO to make an appointment. Everyone who
comes in to donate will also receive a free T-Shirt and Noodles & Co.
coupon at the blood drive. We hope to see you there!
Busy Hands—Ladies of Good Shepherd’s, come and visit our “Busy Hands”
group on Tuesday, September 21st at 10:00am in the church fellowship hall.
We like to keep our “hands busy” with works of service for our church and
community. Please come and get to know us!
Men’s Dinner Out—On Tuesday, September 28th the men of congregation are
invited to a dinner out at Mission BBQ at 2927 S. 108th St. You can come
anytime after 6:00pm. This will be an informal time of fellowship. There is
no planned agenda, just a time for Christian men at Good Shepherd’s to get
to know one another better. You can order your own food – it is a counter
service restaurant – and find a seat with your fellow members. Men of all
ages are invited!
Flowers were placed on the altar by Barbara Dummer in loving
memory of her late husband, Robert, on his birthday.
Altar Flowers—If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, please use the
chart in the back of church. It is $40 for each week, which covers the cost of
both arrangements on the altar.
Night in Bethlehem volunteers!—We will again have a living nativity at Good
Shepherd's this year. It will be on Saturday, December 4. Anyone interested
in participating in the event—we need actors and people who will be
behind the scenes—should contact Mike Zarling. You can reach him by
email at Mike.Zarling@directsupply.com or by phone at 414-418-4108.
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Ministry Anniversary Celebration—You are invited to join the members of St.
John’s Lutheran Church on Sunday, October 3rd as they celebrate 40 years in
the ministry for Pastor Joel Leyrer, 23 years of which have been at St. John’s
in Wauwatosa. A worship service will be held at 2:00pm at St. John's (7809
Harwood Ave.), followed by a casual reception in the school gymnasium.
Free Educational Youth Fishing Seminar—The event will take place at the
Wisconsin Lutheran College Campus TODAY, September 12th from 1:003:00pm. There will be stations that teach knot tying, fish filleting, boating
safety, and fish identification. Youth will be sent home with a goodie bag of
fishing gear and a fishing pole so they can try out what they have learned. A
poster on the bulletin board in the back of church has information about
registration.

DEVOTIONAL RESOURCES
For a DVD of today’s service please contact the church office.

Time of Grace can be seen Sundays at 10:30am on channel 58, CBS; 7:00am on
channel 41, ME-TV; on Saturdays at 12:00 am on channel 4, NBC.
Daily Devotions — Sign up to receive devotions by email at wels.net/
servingyou/devotions.
Issues of Meditations and Forward in Christ are in the rack in the back of
church. If you wish to donate to the cost, place your gift in the box beneath
the rack. Our cost for Meditations is $3.50, and $1.50 for Forward in Christ.
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Commenting on Isaiah 35:5-6 (from our First Lesson), Martin Luther wrote:
“Some fine folk, to whom all religion is a jest and a
joke, ridicule us, charge us that Lutherans have not
even cured a lame horse and lack completely the gift
of miracles. But . . . even nowadays the blind receive
their sight when minds obsessed by Satan are brought
to know Christ. The deaf hear the Gospel, the lame,
who sat in their superstitions, and the idolaters arise
with an upright faith and walk about happily. . . . The
dumb, too, now sing and proclaim the praises of God.
Those who are not moved by these miracles would
not believe even Christ if he were to perform these
miracles bodily, for they are no less significant than
raising the dead and restoring sight to the blind.”
What Luther Says, p. 954
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