September 5, 2021
The 15th Sunday of Pentecost

I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”

Psalm 122:1

Worship Information
Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church.
If your child becomes restless while sitting with you during the service, we
have a room on the lower level. Ask an usher if you need assistance.
 If you are hearing impaired, we are equipped with an audio induction loop
assistive listening system. Please switch your hearing aid to “T” or request
assistance from an usher.


WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD

TODAY’S WORSHIP FOCUS
Motive always matters to God! He sees what is in
the heart; he sees why we do the things we do.
All God-pleasing service comes from a heart that
trusts in Jesus and is eager to serve him.
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OPENING HYMN
532 | God Is Here! As We His People
This hymn
reminds us of
the amazing
things that
happen when we
gather for
worship. God is
here! We see
him by faith and
grow in our trust
that he will never
leave us.
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PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION AND GREETING
Worship begins
with a reminder
of the Triune
God’s grace. He
washed us in
baptism — the
Invocation uses
the words of
Baptism — and
continues to
work for our
eternal salvation.

Confession and
Absolution are a
significant and
powerful part of
a worship
service. By faith,
you can hear
God’s voice
speaking words
of forgiveness.
This forgiveness
renews and
strengthens us to
live as God’s
people.
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Minister:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not
deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE
The refrain at
the beginning
and end of this
song is from
Psalm 34:8. We
have just heard
that our sins are
forgiven; truly the
Lord is good! The
middle portion of
the song is from
Psalm 119:8990. God’s
faithfulness
continues as his
Word continues
to bless and
preserve his
children.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with
your never-failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and
harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

PLEASE BE SEATED

FIRST LESSON
God is serious
about all of his
Word, both the
law and the
gospel. His
commands are
good because he
is good. God will
bless those who
believe and obey
his Word!
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Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach
you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take
possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving
you. Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it,
but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.
Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and
understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees
and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.”
What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way
the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? And what
other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as
this body of laws I am setting before you today?
Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not
forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart
as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children
after them.

PSALM 119C

Oh, how I love your law!*
I meditate on it all day long.
I have more insight than all my teachers,*
for I meditate on your statutes.

The entirety of
Psalm 119 (the
longest chapter
in the Bible) is
about the
blessing of
hearing God’s
Word. In these
selected verses
notice the
blessings that are
promised to
those who hear
and believe.

I have more understanding than the elders,*
for I obey your precepts.

Refrain
I have kept my feet from every evil path*
so that I might obey your Word.
I have not departed from your laws,*
for you yourself have taught me.
How sweet are your words to my taste,*
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 6:10-20

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the
Faithfulness to
God’s Word is
not just one of
many aspects of
our lives; it is
reflected in all
that the
Christian does.
There is a life
and death
struggle going on
around and in
us. But God has
equipped us to
win so that we
will live with him
forever.
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full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in
place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying
for all the saints.
Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be
given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the
gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may
declare it fearlessly, as I should.

HYMN
162 | He Is Arisen! Glorious Word
The hymn writer
connects Jesus’
resurrection to
the victory
described in our
Second Lesson.
Because Jesus
rose, we triumph
over evil!
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PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON
We must not
add to or
subtract from
God’s Word!
Only the
message of Jesus
purifies our
hearts so that
what we do truly
reflects what is
in us.
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The

Mark 7:1-23

Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had
come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and saw some of his
disciples eating food with hands that were “unclean,” that is,
unwashed. (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give
their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the
elders. When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless
they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the
washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.)
So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t
your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of
eating their food with ‘unclean’ hands?”
He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you
hypocrites; as it is written:
“ ‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
They worship me in vain;
their teachings are but rules taught by men.’
You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the
traditions of men.”
And he said to them: “You have a fine way of setting aside the
commands of God in order to observe your own traditions! For Moses
said, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who curses
his father or mother must be put to death.’ But you say that if a man
says to his father or mother: ‘Whatever help you might otherwise have
received from me is Corban’ (that is, a gift devoted to God), then you
no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. Thus you
nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down.
And you do many things like that.”

Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me,
everyone, and understand this. Nothing outside a man can make him
‘unclean’ by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that
makes him ‘unclean.’”
After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples
asked him about this parable. “Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you
see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him
‘unclean’? For it doesn’t go into his heart but into his stomach, and
then out of his body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods “clean.”)
He went on: “What comes out of a man is what makes him
‘unclean.’ For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts,
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit,
lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from
inside and make a man ‘unclean.’ ”
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

PLEASE BE SEATED
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HYMN OF THE DAY
459 | O God, My Faithful God
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SERMON

Mark 7:1-23

Be Careful What You Try to Clean
1. Because You’re Already Clean
2. But Beware of the Korban

APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

This simple
Creed is a
powerful
testimony to the
truth of who God
is and what he
has done to save
us! These truths
form a solid,
immovable
foundation for
our faith.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING
PLEASE STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Spoken by the Minister.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED

HYMN
This hymns is
based on
thoughts from
Psalm 91.
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440 | On Eagles’ Wings

PLEASE STAND

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your
faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect
and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace.

With this Biblical
blessing God
puts his name,
the Lord, on his
people. The
name is
repeated three
times, reminding
us of the three
persons of the
Trinity.

PLEASE BE SEATED
15

CLOSING HYMN
332 VS. 1, 4 | Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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Offering plates are available by the doors.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Text of hymn 532 ©1979 Hope Publishing Company | Text of hymn 332
©1983 Concordia Publishing House | All other hymn texts and all tunes are
public domain. | Oh, Taste and See ©1993 Kermit Moldenhauer | Refrain of
Psalm 119c ©1993 Joyce Schubkegel | Scripture Lessons taken from Holy
Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, by
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing
House. All rights reserved.

SERVING IN OUR SERVICES
Presiding Minister and Preacher

Pastor Joshua Zarling

Worship Accompanist

Nancy Weinkauf

8:00am Ushers

Lothar Hoffmann and Donald Roberts

10:30am Ushers

Linda Veldman and Trenton Glosson

Monday Usher

No Service
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CALENDAR
(also on www.GoodShepherds.net)
Sunday (September 5)

8:00 and 10:30am Worship Services
NO Adult Bible Study

Monday (September 6)
Tuesday (September 7)

NO Worship Service
8:30am
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Work Crew
Confirmation Parents Meeting
Board of Trustees
Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday (September 8) 1:00pm
7:00pm

Adult Bible Study
Board of Education

Thursday (September 9)

7:00am
7:00pm

Faculty Meeting
Adult Bible Study

Sunday (September 12)

8:00 and 10:30am Worship Services (Communion)
9:15am
Adult Bible Study
9:15am
Kid’s Club (Sunday School)

Monday (September 13)

6:30pm

Worship Service (Communion)

Tuesday (September 14)

8:30am
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Work Crew
Board of Stewardship
Board of Evangelism
Choir Rehearsal

Attendance Last Sunday: 201
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SERVING NEXT WEEK
Cleaning Team 4

John and Linda Schlieper, Geoff and Charlotte Loper,
Bob and Lori Talaska

8:00am Ushers

Keith Peavy and Mike Peavy

10:30am Ushers

Raymond Montoure, Scott Ratzburg, and Ian Wiltsey

Monday Usher

Mike Zarling

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday Bible Class—Beginning next Sunday, September 12th, our Sunday
morning Bible Class will begin a study of the Lord’s Prayer. Each week we
will consider one of the petitions. What are asking when we pray “Hallowed
be thy name” or “Thy kingdom come”? Join us at 9:15am in the Church
basement to grow in your understanding of the prayer Jesus taught us.
Midweek Bible Classes will resumes—This week our Wednesday (1:00pm) and
Thursday (7:00pm) Bible Classes resume. The Wednesday and Thursday
class will cover the same materials. In September we will study some of the
short New Testament epistles. Be ready to become familiar with an entire
book of the Bible in one class! Of course, everyone is invited and
encouraged to attend one of these Bible Classes.
An updated Wish List is available on the bulletin board in the back of church.
Check it out for opportunities to donate items to support our ministry.
Church Directory—We are asking our members to check the Church Directory
on the table in back of church and please note any changes to address,
phone numbers, or emails.
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Men’s Dinner Out—On Tuesday, September 28th the men of congregation are
invited to a dinner out at Mission BBQ at 2927 S. 108th St. You can come
anytime after 6:00pm. This will be an informal time of fellowship. There is no
planned agenda; just a time for Christian men at Good Shepherd’s to get to
know one another better. You can order your own food – it is a counter
service restaurant – and find a seat with your fellow members. Men of all
ages are invited!
Living Praise Musicians—Singers and instrumentalists interested in
participating in the Living Praise service songs should contact Stephanie
Bergemann at greenieleigh@yahoo.com. If you play an instrument that we
have not used in a service before, you are still invited to contact Stephanie.
She will incorporate new elements into the music if possible.
Choir—Do you love to sing? Are you looking for more ways to be involved in
church? Do you want to make new friends? Are you high school age or
older? Then, the adult choir is the place for you! Rehearsals are at 7:00pm
on Tuesdays. Contact Anika Ratzburg a.ratzburg17@gmail.com or 916-8371996 if you have any questions.
Sunday Morning “Kid’s Club,” our new Sunday School program for children in
4K—6th grade, begins NEXT Sunday, September 12th. Each Sunday will be a
mini-VBS for the kids with a combination of interactive activities, videos,
crafts, and songs. See the green sheets in back of church for information
and to sign up.
Night in Bethlehem volunteers!—We will again have a living nativity at Good
Shepherd's this year. It will be on Saturday, December 4. Anyone interested
in participating in the event—we need actors and people who will be
behind the scenes—should contact Mike Zarling. You can reach him by
email at Mike.Zarling@directsupply.com or by phone at 414-418-4108.
Altar Flowers—If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, please use the
chart in the back of church. It is $40 for each week, which covers the cost of
both arrangements on the altar.
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Busy Hands—Ladies of Good Shepherd’s, Come and visit our “Busy Hands”
group on Tuesday, September 21 at 10:00am in the church fellowship hall.
We like to keep our “hands busy” with works of service for our church and
community. Please come and get to know us!
Women’s Bible Study—Women from Good Shepherd’s are invited to Mary
Mornings “The Bible Sister Series” every other Saturday at 9:00am in the
cafeteria of Woodlawn Lutheran Church. Studies will be held on September
11th and 25th, October 9th and 23rd, November 6th and 20th, and December
4th. Contact jeswoller@gmail.com with questions.
Used T-shirts Needed at Wisconsin Lutheran High School—If you have old,
used t-shirts taking up space in your closets, consider donating them to
WLHS! Woodshop class will use any donated t-shirts for staining projects.
Drop off your donations to Central Office, or contact Joel Radue
at joel.radue@wlhs.org.
Grade School Football Tailgate—Join the families of the Wisconsin Lutheran
High School for a fun night at Raabe Stadium (1401 N Swan Blvd,
Wauwatosa) on Friday, September 24. As part of our PK-12 partnership,
WLHS is sponsoring a tailgate party for our grade school families from 5:155:45pm before the varsity football game against South Milwaukee at
7:00pm. Boys and girls of all ages will get to run, pass, kick and catch on the
turf of the Raabe Stadium field. Visit wlhs.org/tailgate to RSVP for this FREE
event by Wednesday, September 22. Food will be served at 6:00pm and
includes raffle prizes for the kids! The tailgate party will be held at the
northeast end of the stadium. Your attendance includes free admittance to
the football game. We can't wait to see you there!
Fashion Tech Donations Needed at Wisconsin Lutheran High School—
Fashion Technology classes at Wisconsin Lutheran High School are looking
for donations of yarn and cross-stitch fabrics, floss, and hoops for our
students to develop their God-given talents. Please contact Patti Wenzel at
715-360-0407 or patti.wenzel@wlhs.org.
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Free Educational Youth Fishing Seminar—The event will take place at the
Wisconsin Lutheran College Campus on September 12th from 1:00-3:00pm.
There will be stations that teach knot tying, fish filleting, boating safety, and
fish identification. Youth will be sent home with a goodie bag of fishing gear
and a fishing pole so they can try out what they have learned. A poster on
the bulletin board in the back of church has information about registration.
Men’s Conference—The 7th annual Ironmen of God men's conference is
coming up at Chivaree on Park in Ixonia on September 25 from 9am-2pm.
Hear WELS pastors speak on topics aimed straight at men! For details and
registration information please visit www.ironmenofgodwi.org.
Help with Pioneers!—We have a Lutheran Girl Pioneer (LGP) group and a
Lutheran Boy Pioneer (LP) group with kids in 1st grade and up from Good
Shepherd’s, Jordan, and Woodlawn. Meetings are held at Jordan on various
Tuesdays from 6:00 – 7:30 pm. More leaders and helpers are needed. If you
would like to help, even if it’s only for a meeting or two, please let us
know. You may contact Jordan at Jordanluth@att.net or call Jackie (414-324
-7587), Jill (414-218-3201), Mike L. (414-640-5069), or Mike G. (414-5074637) for more information.
Leadership Opportunity—Northwestern Publishing House (NPH) connects
people with God’s Word through the publishing and sales of trustworthy
Christian books and gifts. NPH is currently seeking an experienced business
leader to serve as its President. This is a full-time, salaried position located
at NPH’s office in the WELS Center for Mission and Ministry in Waukesha. If
you would like more information or are interested in being considered for
this position, please visit nph.net/join-our-team or call Bill Ziche at 414-6155778. A more complete job description can be found on the bulletin in our
entry.

22

From Scripture it is clear that the devil sends evil
thoughts into the heart of a man and holds minds
captive. Of Judas it is said: “Satan entered into
him” (John 13:27). And he not only knew the thoughts of
Cain but also suggested to him that he murder his
brother. However, he does not know all the thoughts of
the pious until they come out into the open. For Christ is
too strong for him. As he does not know what is in the
heart of Christ, so he cannot penetrate into the souls of
the pious, where Christ dwells. But he is a powerful
spirit, whom Christ even calls the prince of this world
(John 14:30). He shoots terrible thoughts into the heart:
hatred of God, blasphemy, and despair. These are his
“fiery arrows” (Ephesians 6:16).
Martin Luther, What Luther Says, p. 399
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Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church
1235 S. 100th Street
West Allis, Wisconsin 53214
www.GoodShepherds.net
Timothy Wempner, Pastor ................. twempner@goodshepherds.net. ........ 414-774-1184
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Jes Woller, School Secretary ............. school@goodshepherds.net ................. 414-774-1184
Shelly Nardi, Early Childcare ............. childcare@goodshepherds.net ............ 414-774-1184
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School Fax .......................................................................................................................... 414-443-9947

24

