May 2 and 3, 2021
The Fifth Sunday of Easter

I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

Psalm 122:1

Worship Information
Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church.
If your child becomes restless while sitting with you during the service, we
have a room on the lower level. Ask an usher if you need assistance.
 If you are hearing impaired, we are equipped with an audio induction loop
assistive listening system. Please switch your hearing aid to “T” or request
assistance from an usher.


WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD

TODAY’S WORSHIP FOCUS
Our intimate connection to our risen Lord has rich
consequences for our lives, now and forever. This
connection was established through faith in Jesus.
Now through faith, we are empowered by our Lord
to produce the fruits of good works.
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OPENING HYMN
249 | God of Mercy, God of Grace
This hymn is
based on the
Psalm of the Day
for today, Psalm
67. As we
gather, it is the
brightness of
God’s face that
gives us strength
and joy.
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PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION AND GREETING
The Invocation
recalls the words
of Holy Baptism
where we
received God’s
grace. The
Greeting
expresses the
Christian love
that exists in a
congregation,
and is from 2
Corinthians
13:14.

Minister:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
M:
C:

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

C:
Confession and
Absolution are a
significant and
powerful part of
a worship
service. By faith,
you can hear
God’s voice
speaking words
of forgiveness.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not
deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

C:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.
Amen.

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE

The Lord is good!
His plans for you
are that you
know his love
and live a life of
fruitful service.
Let the eternal
goodness of God
fill you with joy.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single
will. Make us love what you command and desire what you
promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts
may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

PLEASE BE SEATED

Philip knew and
loved God’s
Word. He had
the privilege of
sharing his Lord
with a stranger.
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FIRST LESSON

Acts 8:26-40

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—
the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he
started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important
official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his
way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the
prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading
Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip
asked.
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,

so he did not open his mouth.
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet
talking about, himself or someone else?” Then Philip began with that
very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” And
he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch
went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away,
and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.
Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the
gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

.
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PSALM 67

We are blessed
to know the Lord
as our Savior! As
his love shines on
us, we cannot
help but sing for
joy and see
blessings all
around!

May God be gracious to us and bless us*
and make his face shine upon us;
may your ways be known on earth,*
your salvation among all nations.
May the nations be glad and sing for joy,*
for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth.

Refrain
Then the land will yield its harvest,*
and God, our God, will bless us.
God will bless us,*
and all the ends of the earth will fear him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON

1 John 3:16-24

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone
has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity
on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not
love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is
how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts
at rest in his presence whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask,
because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. And this is
his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to
love one another as he commanded us. Those who obey his
commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that
he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

Here is more
fruit of being
connected to
Jesus: we give
and serve for the
good of others
and we live in
the peaceful rest
of knowing that
God’s love for us
cannot change.

.
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HYMN RESPONSE
Songbook p. 202 | Make Me a Servant
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PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON

John 15:1-8

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are
already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in
me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I
in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If
anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away
and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father’s
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.”

Through faith
you are
connected to
Jesus Christ and
so you produce
good fruit in your
life. God prunes
us, but the goal
is always that we
produce even
more fruits.

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

PLEASE BE SEATED
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HYMN OF THE DAY
377 vs 1-5 | Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice

This hymn
emphasizes that
we are
connected to
God because of
what he has
done for us. We
receive blessings;
we do not earn
them. The
connection that
Jesus has
established
always leads to
fruitful lives of
service.
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SERMON

John 15:1-8

Evangelical

APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

The Apostles’
Creed is a
summary of the
Christian faith.
This creed is not
inspired, that is,
it is not directly
from the Bible,
but it does
accurately teach
Biblical truths
about God.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PLEASE STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Spoken by the Minister

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED

HYMN
The fruit of our
connection to
Jesus is love —
love for God and
love for others.
This hymn
reminds us of
the many ways
we can show
Christian love in
our lives.
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505 | Love Is the Gracious Gift

CLOSING PRAYER
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your
faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect
and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICTION

This blessing is
directly from the
Word of God —
Numbers 6:2426. With this
blessing, God
puts his name on
his believers and
promises to bless
them!

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace.

PLEASE BE SEATED

CLOSING HYMN
462 | Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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Offering plates are available by the doors.
Please wait for an usher to dismiss your row.
We will not reuse this worship folder.
Please dispose of it for us. Thank you!

SERVING IN OUR SERVICE
Presiding Minister and Preacher

Pastor Tim Wempner

Worship Accompanist

Jennifer Wolfgramm

7:45 a.m. Ushers

Ryan Bogenschneider and Brian Grady

9:15 a.m. Ushers

Trenton Glosson and Dan Frahm

10:45 a.m. Ushers

Raymond Montoure, Scott Ratzburg, and
Ian Wiltsey

Monday Ushers

Jim Sulok

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Text of hymn 505 ©1985 Donald E. Smith | All other hymn texts and tunes are public
domain. | Oh, Taste and See ©1993 Kermit Moldenhauer | Scripture Lessons taken
from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, by
International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All
rights reserved.
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CALENDAR
(also on www.GoodShepherds.net)
Sunday (May 2)

7:45, 9:15, 10:45am
9:15am
9:15am
12:00pm

Worship Services
Sunday School
Adult Bible Study
Voters’ Call Meeting

Monday (May 3)

6:30pm

Worship Service

Tuesday (May 4)

8:30am
6:30pm
6:30pm

Work Crew
Board of Elders
Board of Trustees

Wednesday (May 5)

1:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

Brew and Bible
Choir Practice
Board of Education

Thursday (May 6)

11:00am
7:00pm

Senior Bible Study
Adult Bible Study

Saturday (May 8)

8:00am

Arbor Day at Good Shepherd’s

Sunday (May 9)

7:45, 9:15, 10:45am
9:15am
9:15am

Worship Services (Communion)
Adult Bible Study
Sunday School

Monday (May 10)

6:30pm

Worship Service (Communion)

Tuesday (May 11)

8:30am

Work Crew

Attendance Last Sunday: 187
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SERVING NEXT WEEK
Cleaning Team

Team 14: Bob and Diann Schachtschneider,
Jill Nisbet, Shirley Kerska, and Gary Sorensen

7:45 a.m. Ushers

Matt Wenzel and Paul Wolfgramm

9:15 a.m. Ushers

Sabin Scherzberg

10:45 a.m. Ushers

Mark Beine and Geoff Loper

Monday Ushers

Matt Young and Scott Kuehn

FROM THE TREASURER
Member Unified Through March 31, 2021
Member Unified Needed
$378,75
Member Unified Received
$378,235
Member Unified Surplus/(Deficit) $(515)
Church / Ministry Debt as of March 31, 2021
Starting Balance 7/1/2020
$209,543.70
Current Balance 3/31/2021
$198,398.55
Fiscal Year Principal Paid
$11,145.15
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Call Update — Rebecca Vedder has returned our call to teach 1st and 2nd grade.
After our 10:45 service on Sunday there will be a brief Voters’ meeting to
approve a request to have a teacher assigned from Martin Luther College,
our Synod’s worker training college.
Choir is back! Practices will be on Wednesdays at 7:00pm. Everyone is invited to
join. Anika Ratzburg will be directing the choir. If you have questions about
choir, you can reach her at 916-837-1996 or a.ratzburg17@gmail.com.
WLHS Work Days — Do you have yard work or spring cleaning that needs to
get done such as raking, hedge trimming, or window washing? Consider
hiring hard-working members of WLHS student council for a free-will
donation. Teams are available for up to four hours of outdoor work. All
money raised will go to the 2020-21 WLHS mission project, New Beginnings
– A Home for Mothers, which provides a loving place for single mothers to
start a new life. Work days will be held on any Saturday or Sunday through
May 15 and 16. To request a team, please E-mail worksdays@wlhs.org.
Include your name, address, phone number, the work you need
accomplished, any tools that might be needed, and the day(s) this work
could be completed.
Arbor Day at Good Shepherd’s — Next Saturday, May 8, is the day for
you to help spruce up the church and school property. We will start
at 8:00am. Please join in to help with this annual project.
Fellowship Event, Friday, May 14 — We will have a fellowship get-together at
church beginning at 6:00pm on Friday, May 14. This is a bring-your-owneverything event (chairs, food, drink). We will meet in the church parking lot.
Grills will be provided. We will also have cornhole and any other outdoor
games we can find. For those who would like to, you can bring a dish to
share, but that is not expected of anyone. The simple goal is to get together
with each other and enjoy some time talking and playing a few games.
Everyone is invited!
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Midweek Bible Class Topic — This month on Wednesday at 1:00pm and
Thursday at 7:00pm we will study The Hard Sayings of Jesus. A number of
things that Jesus said are challenging to understand. In this Bible Class, we
will consider these and seek to grow in our understanding of God’s Word.
VBS Dates — VBS will be June 22-25 this year. We are working with Woodlawn
Lutheran Church and Jordan Lutheran Church. Woodlawn will be hosting
this joint effort. It will take place in the evenings from 6:00-7:30pm.
Registration materials and volunteer opportunities will be shared in the
future.
Life-A-Thon! — Get outdoors, celebrate mothers, save preborn babies! Join us
for the WELS Lutherans for Life, Metro-Milwaukee, walk/run! Participate
virtually in your neighborhood or come to the Wisco track. Get friends
together, recruit sponsors, and help save lives! All funds raised support the
pregnancy medical clinic services. We provide options for moms and dads
seeking abortion.
Saturday, May 8, 2021 at Wisconsin Lutheran High School
9am - Registration
9:30am - Kids Obstacle Race
10am - 5k Walk/Run
Cost is $25 for individuals and $60 for families. Also, if you create a "team"
from your church or school family, it's only $85 for your whole group! Go
virtual! Register and walk/run on your own!
Registration: www.Life-A-Thon.org or call 414-727-8176
Flowers were placed on the altar to the glory of God in loving
memory of Michael Dvorak. They were give by Joanne Dvorak,
Michael’s wife, and his daughter, Amy Goggins.
Jim Hussman Retirement — Our former principal, Jim Hussman, will be
retiring at the end of this school year. St. Paul’s in Algoma will be
celebrating his ministry on May 23 and you are invited to attend. The
service begins at 9:00am with a reception following. Congratulations may be
sent to St. Paul’s School at 1115 Division St., Algoma, WI 54201.
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DEVOTIONAL RESOURCES
For a DVD of today’s service please contact the church office.

Time of Grace can be seen Sundays at 10:30am on channel 58, CBS; 7:00am on
channel 41, ME-TV; on Saturdays at 12:00 am on channel 4, NBC.
Daily Devotions — Sign up to receive devotions by email at wels.net/
servingyou/devotions.
Issues of Meditations and Forward in Christ are in the rack in the back of
church. If you wish to donate to the cost, place your gift in the box beneath
the rack. Our cost for Meditations is $3.50, and $1.50 for Forward in Christ.
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Note that this is what He means when He says: “He that abideth in Me, and I in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit” (John 15:5). He wishes to point out that
Christianity is not attached to the outside of a man or put on as a garment, that it is not
the adoption of a new method and manner of life and action, like monasticism and self
-chosen sanctity, but that it is a new birth through God’s Word and Spirit and the
creating of a man who is entirely new from the bottom of his heart. But thereafter,
once the heart is born anew in Christ, fruits also follow: the confession of the Gospel,
works of love, obedience, patience, chastity, etc.
Martin Luther - from a sermon on John 15:5
What Luther Says, p. 655
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Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church
1235 S. 100th Street
West Allis, Wisconsin 53214
www.GoodShepherds.net
Timothy Wempner, Pastor .................twempner@goodshepherds.net. ......... 414-774-1184
Joshua Zarling, Pastor ..........................jzarling@goodshepherds.net ................ 414-774-1184
Linda Veldman, Church Secretary ...church@goodshepherds.net ................. 414-774-1184
Michael Henning, Principal ................mhenning@goodshepherds.net .......... 414-774-1184, ext. 202
Jes Woller, School Secretary ..............school@goodshepherds.net ................. 414-774-1184
Shelly Nardi, Early Childcare ..............childcare@goodshepherds.net ............ 414-774-1184
Gary Schmid, Cong. President ..........Gary.Schmid@wlc.edu ............................. 414-333-6732
School Fax .......................................................................................................................... 414-443-9947
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