November 15 and 16, 2020

The Third Sunday of End Time—Saints Triumphant

Worship Information
Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church.
If your child becomes restless while sitting with you during the service, we
have a room on the lower level. Ask an usher if you need assistance.
• If you are hearing impaired, we are equipped with an audio induction loop
assistive listening system. Please switch your hearing aid to “T” or request
assistance from an usher.
•

.

OPENING HYMN
550 vs 1-2 | Behold a Host, Arrayed in White
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PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION AND GREETING
Minister:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
M:
C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

The
announcement
of forgiveness is
a highlight of any
worship service.
Let the certainty
of forgiveness
provide you with
the comfort of
knowing that
God loves you!
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C:

M:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not
deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

C:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.
Amen.

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE

The Lord, who
takes away our
sins, is good!
Forgiveness is his
greatest gift and
you are blessed
as you trust him
and live as his
child.

.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour
when we shall be delivered from this world of sin and death.
Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit
with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

PLEASE BE SEATED

FIRST LESSON
This lesson
immediately
follows Ezekiel’s
prophecy about
the dry bones.
God had
promised Israel
that he would
raise them up
from their graves
and settle them
in the land. The
rescue and
return of the
remnant
provides a
picture of what
the Church waits
and watches for.
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Ezekiel 37:15-28

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, take a stick of
wood and write on it, ‘Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated
with him.’ Then take another stick of wood, and write on it, ‘Ephraim’s
stick, belonging to Joseph and all the house of Israel associated with
him.’ Join them together into one stick so that they will become one in
your hand.
“When your countrymen ask you, ‘Won’t you tell us what you mean
by this?’ say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am going
to take the stick of Joseph—which is in Ephraim’s hand—and of the
Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to Judah’s stick, making
them a single stick of wood, and they will become one in my hand.’
Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on and say to them,
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of
the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around
and bring them back into their own land. I will make them one nation

in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of
them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into two
kingdoms. They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile
images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their
sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I
will be their God.
“ ‘My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one
shepherd. They will follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees.
They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where
your fathers lived. They and their children and their children’s children
will live there forever, and David my servant will be their prince forever.
I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting
covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put
my sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be with them;
I will be their God, and they will be my people. Then the nations will
know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among
them forever.’ ”
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PSALM 84

How lovely is your dwelling place,*
O LORD Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints,*
for the courts of the LORD.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house;*
they are ever praising you.

Refrain
Better is one day in your courts*
than a thousand elsewhere;

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God*
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
O LORD Almighty,*
blessed are they who trust in you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who
fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We
believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the
Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left
till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have
fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are
still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord
forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.

Paul explains the
certain hope we
have to be saints
triumphant. His
words are so
simple, yet so
profound! We
believe that Jesus
died and rose
again, and so we
believe that all
who die in Christ
will go with him
to heavenly
triumph.

VERSE OF THE DAY
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PLEASE STAND

Gospel Lesson
Jesus reminds us
to be ready for
his return. The
wise show their
faith by living in
anticipation of
the return of
Jesus.

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who
took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them
were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but
did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars
along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming,
and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out
to meet him!’
“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The
foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are
going out.’
“ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and
you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom
arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding
banquet. And the door was shut.
“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for
us!’
“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the
hour.”
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

PLEASE BE SEATED
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Matthew 25:1-13
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HYMN OF THE DAY
206 | Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
This hymn is
based on our
Gospel Lesson.
We are
reminded to be
ready for Jesus’
return, but we
also praise God
because we
know what is
coming: eternal
glory at our
Lord’s side!
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SERMON

Matthew 25:31-46

How Jesus Sees Saints
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put
the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared
for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit
you?’
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“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who
are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite
me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.’
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did
not help you?’
“He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for
one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous
to eternal life.”
PLEASE STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED
The Apostles’
Creed is a
summary of the
Christian faith.
This creed is not
inspired, that is,
it is not directly
from the Bible,
but it does
accurately teach
Biblical truths
about God and
reviews for us
the central truths
of what God has
done to save us.
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C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Spoken by the Minister

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED
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HYMN
728 vs 1 and 3 | Jerusalem the Golden
This is what
awaits you
because Jesus
is your Savior!
You will be with
Christ forever!
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PLEASE STAND

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION
M:

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on
your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth,
protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M:

This blessing is
directly from the
Word of God —
Numbers 6:2426. With this
blessing God
puts his name on
his believers and
promises to bless
them.

The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace.

PLEASE BE SEATED

CLOSING HYMN
207 vs 5-6 | The Day Is Surely Drawing Near

C: s My Savior paid the debt I owe
And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life I know
My name has now been written.
I will not doubt, for I am free,
And Satan cannot threaten me;
There is no condemnation!
O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
Your saints are waiting patiently;
Come soon, Redeemer; make us free
From ev’ry evil. Amen.
Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99, abr.; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832–1919, alt.
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Offering plates are available by the doors.
Please wait for an usher to dismiss your row.
We will not reuse this worship folder.
Please dispose of it for us. Thank you!

SERVING THIS WEEK
Presiding Minister and Preacher

Pastor Tim Wempner

Worship Accompanist

Nicole Tranberg

Head Ushers

Scott Kuehn and Geoff Loper

7:45 a.m. Ushers

Matt Wenzel and Paul Wolfgramm

9:15 a.m. Ushers

Craig Niermann, Paul H. Schultz, Ian
Wiltsey, and Sean Wiltsey

10:45 a.m. Ushers

John Meyer and Brian Grady

Monday Usher

Matt Young

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The tune of hymn 551 is used by permission of Oxford University Press |
Text and tune of hymn 758 ©1985 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Used by permission | All other hymn texts and tunes are public domain | Oh,
Taste and See and Verse of the Day ©1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. | All
music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-716451 | Scripture
Lessons taken from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, by International Bible Society. Used by
permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
(also on www.GoodShepherds.net)
Sunday (Nov. 15)

7:45, 9:15, 10:45am Worship Services
NO Adult Bible Study
9:15am
Sunday School

Monday (Nov. 16)

6:30pm

Worship Service

Tuesday (Nov. 17)

8:30am
10:00am
6:30pm

Work Crew
Busy Hands
Board of Evangelism

5:00pm

NO Brew and Bible
Confirmation Class

Wednesday (Nov. 18)

Thursday (Nov. 19)

11:00am

Senior Bible Study
NO Adult Bible Study

Sunday (Nov. 22)

7:45, 9:15, 10:45am Worship Services (Communion)
NO Adult Bible Study
9:15am
Sunday School
12:00pm
Voters’ Meeting

Monday (Nov. 23)

6:30pm

Worship Service (Communion)

Tuesday (Nov. 24)

8:30am

Work Crew

Wednesday (Nov. 25) 5:00pm and 6:30pm Thanksgiving Worship
Thursday (Nov. 26)

10:00am

Thanksgiving Worship

Attendance Last Sunday: 150
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SERVING NEXT WEEK
Cleaning Team

Team 4 (11/15 – 11/21): John and Linda Schlieper, Geoff
and Charlotte Loper, Bob and Lori Talaska

Head Ushers

Sabin Scherzberg and Pat Zabrowski

7:45 a.m. Usher

Genaro Castro

9:15 a.m. Ushers

Chris Hein and Andrew Mielke

10:45 a.m. Ushers

Marion Bernoteit, Donna Scherzberg, and
Debby Vaccarella

Monday Usher

Joe Zabrowski
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FROM OUR TREASURER
Member Unified Through September 30, 2020
Member Unified Needed
$126,250
Member Unified Received
$126,501
Member Unified Surplus/(Deficit) $251
Church / Ministry Debt as of September 30, 2020
Starting Balance 7/1/2020
$209,543.70
Current Balance 8/31/2020
$206,018.17
Fiscal Year Principal Paid
$3,525.53

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Voters’ Meeting will be held at noon next Sunday, November 22. All men
and women of Good Shepherd’s are invited to attend and hear the reports
of our boards. We will meet in the church and no food will be served.
Thanksgiving Services - Please join us for Thanksgiving worship at 5:00pm or
6:30pm on Thanksgiving Eve or at 10:00am on Thanksgiving Day.
Midweek Advent Worship - We will have midweek Advent worship on
Wednesday December 2, 9, and 16. The services will be at 3:30pm and
6:30pm. Watch for a sign up when we get closer. Also, in the past, our
afternoon service was far more heavily attended. To balance our attendance
so we can maintain distancing, please consider attending the evening
service. We will not have a meal between the services.
Living Nativity at Good Shepherd’s - This year, on December 5th, Good
Shepherd’s will be hosting a living nativity that is open to the community.
We will be partnering with our brothers and sisters at Woodlawn for this
event. We already have some materials and volunteers but are looking for
more, including some with basic carpentry skills. If you are interested in
helping please contact Pastor Zarling or Mike Zarling (Evangelism
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chairman). Please give some thought to aiding with this event— people
need the comfort that is only found in Jesus!
Visits with Pastor Wempner - A number of people sign up for these visits. Just
to be cautious, he will resume these visits next week. If you had a visit
scheduled for this week, he will reschedule with you. A new sign up for
December and January will be available soon.

Midweek Bible Classes led by the Pastors are cancelled until after
Thanksgiving. Brew and Bible will resume on Wednesday, December 2 and
Adult Bible Study will resume on Thursday, December 3.
WELS Kingdom Workers, a group that works with the Synod and individual
congregations for mission work, has two job openings. They are looking for
a data analyst and a programs support coordinator. For more information
about these positions, see the bulletin board in the back of church.
Food Kettle - We encourage all of our Good Shepherd’s members to
generously give non-perishable food items to our Food Kettle Collection
during November for those who are struggling to “make ends meet,” both
our own members and those outside our congregation. We would like to
put together boxes on November 21 at 10:00 am and distribute the food
in time for Thanksgiving. Please bring your food donations to the
church basement kitchen or meeting room. If you would care to
make a monetary donation use one of the blue envelopes from
the back of your offering pack and mark it “Food Kettle.” If you
know of anyone (including yourself) who would appreciate some
help this Thanksgiving, please let our pastors know. All names of recipients
are kept confidential. Thank you for your generosity!
COOKIES!! - Our Busy Hands ladies need cookies. Busy Hands provides lovely
gifts for Good Shepherd’s shut-ins. Part of that gift is cookies. We need your
help. Please bring 1 or 2 dozen cookies to the church fellowship hall by
December 8. Any extras will be packaged and sold with proceeds going to
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This symbol is used for Judgment Day as a
reminder of Christ's divine mercy for the believers,
but his punishment on the unbelievers.
Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church
1235 S 100th Street
West Allis, Wisconsin 53214
www.goodshepherds.net
Timothy Wempner, Pastor ................. twempner@goodshepherds.net.......... 414-774-1184
Joshua Zarling, Pastor .......................... jzarling@goodshepherds.net ............... 414-774-1184
Linda Veldman, Church Secretary ... church@goodshepherds.net ................ 414-774-1184
Michael Henning, Principal ................ mhenning@goodshepherds.net ......... 414-774-1184, ext. 202
Jes Woller, School Secretary ............. school@goodshepherds.net ................. 414-774-1184
Shelly Nardi, Early Childcare ............. childcare@goodshepherds.net ............ 414-774-1184
Gary Schmid, Cong. President .......... Gary.Schmid@wlc.edu ............................. 414-333-6732
School Fax .......................................................................................................................... 414-443-9947
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