Verbum Domini Manet
in Aeternum
The Word of the Lord
Endures Forever

This phrase, based on 1 Peter 1:24-25, became a motto of the Lutheran
Reformation. It was first used by Elector Frederick the Wise in 1522. He had it
sewn onto the right sleeve of the court’s official clothing. Frederick’s
successors, John the Steadfast and John Frederick the Magnanimous,
continued the tradition. It became the official motto of the Smalcaldic League,
an alliance of Lutheran territories created to defend Lutheran lands.

The Festival of the Lutheran Reformation
October 25, 2020

Worship Information
Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church.
If your child becomes restless while sitting with you during the service, we
have a room on the lower level. Ask an usher if you need assistance.
• If you are hearing impaired, we are equipped with an audio induction loop
assistive listening system. Please switch your hearing aid to “T” or request
assistance from an usher.
•

FESTIVAL OF THE REFORMATION
Today we commemorate the Lutheran Reformation accomplished through
the work of Martin Luther (1483-1546). Our order of service reproduces an early
Lutheran mass (mass means “communion service”) written by Luther, the
Deutsche Messe (German Mass) of 1526.
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther, a professor at the
University of Wittenberg in Germany posted his 95 Theses
debating the Roman Catholic practice of “indulgences” (selling
pardons from sin’s punishment). This action sparked the
Reformation. The goal of Martin Luther and his coworkers was
that the gospel be preached so that sinners would have peace
with God. The Roman system of indulgences and works left
people in doubt about their status with God; the gospel —
that Jesus takes away our sins freely — crushes doubt!
Among the many reforms that followed was Luther’s German Mass of 1526.
Luther’s aim was to create a worship form that involved the laypeople and
taught them the truth of the gospel. Thus, the congregation was given the role
of singing many parts of the service that had previously been reserved for
monastic choirs and the clergy. Luther also removed those parts of the Roman
mass which reflected unscriptural thinking and customs. Our celebration today
will follow Luther’s mass (in English!).
The notes in the worship folder are not intended to distract, but to educate you about the Lutheran
worship service. They will not be read out loud in the worship service and perhaps are best read later
when you’ve returned home.
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OPENING HYMN
200 | A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Luther began
his service with
an Entrance
Psalm. This
was a psalm
that was
chanted by a
choir as the
clergy entered.
Luther opened
up the mass
greatly to
congregational
participation by
providing
hymns based
on the psalms,
replacing the
ones chanted
only by the
choir. “A
Mighty
Fortress,” a
metrical version
of Psalm 46, is
the most
beloved of
these metrical
psalms.
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PLEASE STAND

INVOCATION
Minister:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

KYRIE — “Have Mercy”
M: Lord, have mercy.
C: Amen.
M: Christ, have mercy.
C: Amen.
M: Lord, have mercy.
C: Amen.
You will immediately notice the absence of the Confession of Sins and
Absolution. The early Lutheran Church continued to use private confession
and absolution. Luther did not advocate for weekly confession, but instead
recognized it would take place as needed. The addition of confession and
absolution at the beginning of worship became part of the Lutheran
liturgy in America with the introduction of the “Common Service” of 1888
because private confession was so rarely used at that time.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS — “Glory to God in the Highest”
262 vs. 1-2 | All Glory Be to God Alone
In Luther’s day this hymn was referred to as “the Angelic Hymn” since it
was based on the song the angels sang when Christ was born. Luther
introduced congregational participation as he and his co-workers wrote
many hymns for the church. Historians have noted that Luther “sang the
Reformation into the hearts of the people.”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Almighty God, through the preaching of your servants, the
blessed Reformers, you caused the light of the gospel to shine
forth. Grant that we may faithfully defend it against all enemies
and joyfully proclaim it to the salvation of people everywhere to
the glory of your holy name; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED
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The Prayers of
the Day are
taken from an
ancient set of
prayers that
make requests
based on the
theme for a
particular
Sunday.

FIRST LESSON
Daniel 6:10–12, 16-23
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published,
he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened
toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and
prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. Then
these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking
God for help. So they went to the king and spoke to him about his
royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next
thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O
king, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”
The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the
laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”
So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw
him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God,
whom you serve continually, rescue you!”
A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and
the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his
nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. Then the
king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and
without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not
sleep.
At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the
lions’ den. When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an
anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God,
whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the
lions?”
Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! My God sent his angel,
and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me,
because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any
wrong before you, O king.”
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The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the
den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found
on him, because he had trusted in his God.
M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

HYMN
203 | Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
Martin Luther wrote this hymn in 1541 for a special service of prayer in
his hometown of Wittenberg. The focus of the special service was the
Turkish invasion of Europe. In August of 1541 the Turks defeated King
Ferdinand at Budapest. Shortly after that a storm destroyed the ships of
Emperor Charles V near Algiers, further exposing Europe to Muslim
invasion. The original German text was very pointed. A literal translation
of the second line of the first stanza is “And curb the pope and murdering
Turk.” Luther recognized the danger of false teaching and the danger of
invading armies who opposed Christianity. Yet, he knew where to turn and
directed people to trust in the Lord for deliverance.
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EPISTLE LESSON
Galatians 5:1–6
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be
circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. Again I declare
to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to
obey the whole law. You who are trying to be justified by law have
been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. But by
faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for
which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.
M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Luther retained the centuries-old list of Scripture Lessons appointed for
specific Sundays and festivals. We continue to use a similar list of
readings. Luther also retained the practice of singing (chanting) the
readings although he modified the chant melodies to fit the German
language. This practice is not commonly used by Lutherans anymore.
PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON
Matthew 22:1–14
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom
of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his
son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the
banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
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“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have
been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened
cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the
wedding banquet.’
“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field,
another to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated
them and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and
destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but
those I invited did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners
and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ So the servants went
out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find,
both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing wedding clothes. ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how
did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was
speechless.
“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and
throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’
“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
PLEASE BE SEATED

8

HYMN OF THE DAY
390 vs. 1-2, 5 | Salvation Unto Us Has Come
This hymn was written in 1523, shortly after the Reformation began. It is
one of the oldest and best known of the Lutheran hymns referred to as a
true confession of the Reformation. Originally, the hymn had 14 stanzas.
Later English translations of the German hymn abridged the hymn to the
version we know today. Martin Luther shed tears when he first heard the
hymn being sung by a street singer outside his window in Wittenberg.

9

SERMON
Galatians 5:1-6
A Redefinition of Value
Luther elevated the prominence of preaching in the service. The Gospelbased sermon was one of Luther’s most important reformations. His
preaching was direct and lively, although many of his sermons would be
considered long by modern standards.

CREDO — “I Believe”
270 | We All Believe in One True God
Luther created
a metrical
version of the
Creed for his
service. The
Creed was
tremendously
important to
Luther both for
its simplicity
and its gospel
content. His
use of the
Creed to teach
the gospel in
the Small
Catechism
remains one of
his most lasting
contributions to
the Church.
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PLEASE STAND

LORD’S PRAYER
Luther instructs, “After hearing the Word, and in preparation for the
Sacrament, follows a paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer and an admonition
for those who wish to partake of the Sacrament, in this or a better
fashion.”

M: Friends in Christ: Since we are here assembled in the name of
the Lord to receive his Holy Testament, I admonish you first of
all to lift up your hearts to God to pray with me the Lord’s
Prayer, as Christ our Lord has taught us and graciously promised
to hear us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
M: That God, our Father in heaven, may look with mercy on us, his
needy children on earth, and grant us grace so that his holy
name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and
true teaching of his Word and the fervent love of our lives; that
he would graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living
whereby his precious name is being blasphemed and profaned.
C: Your kingdom come.
M: That his kingdom may come to us and expand; that all
transgressors and they who are blinded and bound in the devil’s
kingdom be brought to know Jesus Christ his Son by faith, and
that the number of Christians may be increased.

C: Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
M: That we may be strengthened by his Spirit to do and to suffer his
will, both in life and in death, in good and in evil things, and
always to break, slay, and sacrifice our own wills.
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C: Give us today our daily bread.
M: That he would also give us our daily bread, preserve us from
greed and selfish cares, and help us to trust that he will provide
for all our needs.
C: Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
M: That he would forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors so
that our hearts may rest and rejoice in a good conscience before
him, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us.

C: Lead us not into temptation.
M: That he would not lead us into temptation but help us by his
Spirit to subdue the flesh, to despise the world and its ways, and
to overcome the devil with all his wiles.
C: But deliver us from evil.
M: And lastly, that he would deliver us from all evil, both of body
and soul, now and forever.

C: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
M: All those who earnestly desire these things will say from their
very hearts: Amen, trusting without any doubt that it is Yes and
answered in heaven as Christ has promised: “Whatever you ask
in prayer, believe that you shall receive it, and you will” [Mark
11:24]. Amen.

Special prayers may be spoken here.

12

PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENT
Luther’s admonition for those who partake of the Sacrament reflects his
emphasis on regular, ongoing catechetical instruction for all Christians.
This was especially important during the Reformation era when many in
the church were poorly instructed, if at all.

M: Secondly, I admonish you in Christ that you discern the
Testament of Christ in true faith and, above all, take to heart the
words wherein Christ imparts to us his body and his blood for
the remission of our sins. That you remember and give thanks
for his boundless love which he proved to us when he redeemed
us from God’s wrath, sin, death, and hell by his own blood. And
that in this faith you externally receive the bread and wine, that
is, his body and his blood, as the pledge and guarantee of this.
In his name therefore, and according to the command that he
gave, let us use and receive the Testament.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
PLEASE BE SEATED
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Regarding the statement “The peace of the Lord . . .” Luther wrote that it
is “a public absolution of the sins of the communicants, the true voice of
the gospel announcing remission of sins, and therefore the one and most
worthy preparation for the Lord’s Table, if faith holds to these words as
coming from the mouth of Christ himself. On this account I would like to
have it pronounced facing the people.”

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Luther used various ways of distributing the Lord’s Supper. He wrote,
“When mass is being celebrated, those to receive communion should
gather together by themselves in one place and in one group. The altar
and the chancel were invented for this purpose. God does not care where
we stand and it adds nothing to our faith.” Kneeling in groups or “tables”
became the practice after Luther’s death. The practice of kneeling was
developed by Lutherans who were confessing that they believed Jesus’
body and blood were truly present in the Lord’s Supper. During the
“Prussian Union,” German Lutheran and Reformed Churches (who denied
the real presence of Jesus’ body and blood in the sacrament) were forced
by the government to merge. In response, Lutherans knelt for the Lord’s
Supper to publicly testify that Jesus’ true body and blood were present.
Luther offers suggestions that are different than what we are accustomed
to. He wrote, “It seems to me that it would accord with [the institution of]
the Lord’s Supper to administer the sacrament immediately after the
consecration of the bread, before the cup is blessed; for both Luke and
Paul say: He took the cup after they had supped, etc. [Luke 22:20; I Cor.
11:25]. Meanwhile, the German Sanctus or the hymn, ‘Let God Be Blest,’
or the hymn of John Huss, ‘Jesus Christ, Our God and Savior,’ could be
sung. Then shall the cup be blessed and administered, while the
remainder of these hymns are sung, or the German Agnus Dei.”
In keeping with God’s Word, we practice close communion. By this, we
respectfully ask that only members of Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church
or other churches in our fellowship (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod), come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. At the same time, be
sure that your sins are forgiven for the sake of Jesus. Please speak to
Pastor Wempner or Pastor Zarling if you have questions about this
practice.

14

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS AND SONGS
In Luther’s day, many of the songs that we sing as part of the liturgy were
sung during the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. We will follow the older
practice today.

SANCTUS — Holy, Holy, Holy
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HYMN
313 vs. 1-5 | Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
As noted earlier, Luther advocated that this hymn regularly be used in the
communion service.
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AGNUS DEI — Lamb of God

PLEASE STAND AFTER THE DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION BLESSING
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THANKSGIVING PRAYER
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with
this holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen
our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
This familiar prayer was written by Martin Luther for the German Mass
and continues to be used in many Lutheran liturgies today.

BLESSING
M: God, even our own God shall bless us. God shall bless us; and
all the ends of the earth shall fear him.
C: Amen.
The usual Catholic blessing in Luther’s day was “May Almighty God bless
you: the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” Luther was not
opposed to this blessing, but included other options. He wrote, “The
customary benediction may be given; or else the one from Numbers 6,
which the Lord himself appointed: ‘The Lord bless us and keep us. The
Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious unto us. The Lord lift
up his countenance upon us, and give us peace.’ Or the one from Psalm
67: ‘God, even our own God shall bless us. God shall bless us; and all the
ends of the earth shall fear him.’ I believe Christ used something like this
when, ascending into heaven, he blessed his disciples.”
PLEASE BE SEATED
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HYMN
293 | God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage
In Luther’s day there was no closing hymn. Later Lutherans found the end
of this service to be too abrupt and a closing hymn was added by
Scandinavian Lutherans in the 1800s.
Our closing hymn for today was written in 1817 to celebrate the 300th
anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. Originally, it was intended to be
an additional stanza for “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (try singing it, it
fits to the tune). It never caught on as an additional stanza to Luther’s
hymn, but it has retained a place in Lutheran hymnody.
The tune which we use for this hymn was written by Friedrich Reuter, a
professor and director of music at the Wisconsin Synod’s Dr. Martin
Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota. The tune was first used in 1917
at a joint service to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the Lutheran
Reformation.
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SERVING IN OUR SERVICE THIS MORNING
Presiding Minister

Pastor Tim Wempner

Preacher

Pastor Joshua Zarling

Worship Accompanist

Joe Mastopietro

Head Usher

Lothar Hoffmann

7:45 a.m. Usher

Hawk Schultz

9:15 a.m. Ushers

Mark Kuether and Michael Kuether

10:45 a.m. Ushers

Jared Henning, Geoff Loper, and Paul
Wilsmann

Monday Usher

Mike Zarling

Acknowledgements
The text and tune of all hymns are public domain | Sanctus and Agnus Dei
texts and music from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 | All Music Reprinted Under
OneLicense.net #A-716451 | Scripture Lessons taken from Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, by International
Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights
reserved. | Cover artwork ©2015 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved.
www.paramentics.com | Luther quotes in the service notes taken from
Luther’s Work, Vol. 53 ©Concordia Publishing House.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
(also on www.GoodShepherds.net)
Sunday (Oct 25)

7:45, 9:15, 10:45am Worship Services (Communion)
9:15am
Adult Bible Study
9:15am
Sunday School

Monday (Oct 26)

6:30pm

Worship Service (Communion)

Tuesday (Oct. 27)

8:30am

Work Crew

Wednesday (Oct. 28)

1:00pm
5:00pm

Brew and Bible
Confirmation Class

Thursday (Oct. 29)

11:00am
7:00pm

Senior Bible Study
Adult Bible Study

Saturday (Oct. 31)

Daylight Savings Time Ends! Fall back or you
will be one hour early for worship!

Sunday (Nov. 1)

7:45, 9:15, 10:45am Worship Services
9:15am
Adult Bible Study
9:15am
Sunday School

Monday (Nov. 2)

6:30pm

Worship Service

Tuesday (Nov. 3)

8:30am

Work Crew

Attendance Last Sunday: 141
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SERVING NEXT WEEK
Cleaning Team

Mark and Amy Kuether, Bill Potter, Heidi Nelson, Pat
and Kim Schultz

Head Usher

Bob Behling and Mike Peavy

7:45 a.m. Usher

Keith Peavy and Don Roberts

9:15 a.m. Ushers

Bob Manke, Denise Romenesko, and Linda Veldman

10:45 a.m. Ushers

Ann Boonnam, Kevin Bush, Mark C. Grepo

Monday Usher

Ryan Hoffmann

FROM OUR TREASURER
Member Unified Through September 30, 2020
Member Unified Needed
$126,250
Member Unified Received
$126,501
Member Unified Surplus/(Deficit) $251
Church / Ministry Debt as of September 30, 2020
Starting Balance 7/1/2020
$209,543.70
Current Balance 8/31/2020
$206,018.17
Fiscal Year Principal Paid
$3,525.53
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship Attendance - Because of limits to seating we are asking you to use
Flocknotes to sign up. See the message in your email for details. If you
prefer, you can still call or email the church office to reserve a spot.
Visits with Pastor Wempner - About the time the pandemic began, Pastor
Wempner was planning to start visiting the members of Good Shepherds to
get to know the people better. It is time to try again! On the back table is a
list of possible dates when he would like to visit with families to learn more
about them. If, because of COVID, you are not comfortable meeting with
him right now, he will keep scheduling these meetings in the future. The
meetings will last about 1 hour and can be at church or your home. The
suggested time slots are broad (afternoon or evening). Write in a time that
will work for you.
Shepherd's Choir hiatus continues. After much discussion and thinking, we will
hold off on choir until after Christmas. We will reevaluate more as 2020
comes to a close, but between masks and trying to social distance, it didn't
seem like it could happen. Keep praying that maybe in January we can start
up again. Thank you for your patience!
Flowers were placed on the altar by Ryan and Karin Bogenschneider
in celebration of their 16th wedding anniversary.
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon has two job openings. They need
part-time help cleaning and they also need a supper cook. For more
information about these positions, see the bulletin board in the back of
church.

23

Our member, Tom Tranberg, has been deployed overseas and would love
letters and care packages. If you mail something, you MUST TYPE his
address on letters/packages (do not handwrite it or it will be returned back
to you). If there are any questions on what to send, please talk to Nicole
Tranberg. His address is:
SGT Thomas Tranberg
327th Engineer Company
APO AE 09330

DEVOTIONS
Time of Grace can be seen Sundays at 10:30am on channel 58, CBS; 7:00am on
channel 41, ME-TV; on Saturdays at 12:00 am on channel 4, NBC.
Daily Devotions - Sign up to receive devotions by email at wels.net/servingyou/
devotions.
Issues of Meditations and Forward in Christ are in the rack in the back of
church. If you wish to donate to the cost, place your gift in the box beneath
the rack. Our cost for Meditations is $3.50, and $1.50 for Forward in Christ.

There are new copies of Meditations available.

For a DVD of today’s service please contact the church office.
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While we think of October 31, 1517 as
the beginning of the Reformation,
Luther’s confession at the Diet of Worms
(a meeting in a city named “Worms), on
April 18, 1521 is equally important.
There, before princes and the Holy
Roman Emperor, Charles V, Luther
confessed that God’s Word alone would
guide him. When asked to recant his
writings because some claimed they
were heresy, he replied, “Unless I can be
instructed and convinced with evidence
from the Holy Scriptures or with open,
clear, and distinct grounds and
reasoning — and my conscience is
captive to the Word of God — then I
cannot and will not recant, because it is
neither safe nor wise to act against
conscience. Here I stand. I can do no
other. God help me! Amen.”

After the Diet of Worms, Luther was
taken into hiding for his own protection.
He had been declared an outlaw for
refusing to recant his writings. During
this time of exile at the Wartburg Castle,
he translated the New Testament into
German. This was a significant event in
the Reformation as it allowed the
common people to read the Bible;
previously, Bibles were only available in
Latin. People were able to discover for
themselves that Luther was teaching the
truth.
The invention of the moveable type
printing press in the 1440s was
ex t r em e ly
imp o r t a n t
fo r
the
Reformation. This new technology
allowed for Luther’s Bible as well as his
many other writing to be quickly
produced and distributed to the people.
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